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What is Supported Child Development?
·Supported Child Development (SCD) is a Provincial 

program, funded by the Ministry of Children and Family 
Development (MCFD) that is designed to specifically meet 
the needs of children with special needs. SCD recognizes 
that inclusion and providing intervention and support in 
child care settings during the early stages of development is 
important.



Purpose of 
Supported Child 
Development

·To enable children who require extra supports to be included in 
child care settings playing and learning beside their typically 
developing peers. SCD services address the child care needs of 
parents with children with special needs. Having a child care setting 
where their children can get the supports they need to be included, 
allows the parents/caregivers to continue in their own daily 
activities, and allows their child to grow and learn in a safe and 
nurturing environment.



Who are the children who need extra 
support?

·Children with developmental delays, 
including communication, speech and 
language delays, fine motor and gross 
motor delays, cognitive delays, 
social/emotional/ behavioural delays. 

·Children do not need a diagnosis to 
access programs, but some children may 
have diagnoses such as Down Syndrome, 
Cerebral Palsy, Autism Spectrum 
Disorder, Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorder(FASD), deaf and hard of 
hearing, visually impaired, Attention

Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), 
.



Who are the families?

·Families can include birth, adopted, 
and foster families. SCDP is free of 
charge and accessible to all income 
levels. Aboriginal families can be 
living on or off reserve and can be 
Status, Non-Status, Métis or Inuit. 
Band affiliation is not necessary. Self-
identification as Aboriginal is 
completely voluntary.



Referral and eligibility
·Referrals to this program are open ɀfamilies can make their own referrals 

and/or consult with their  doctor , public health nurse, child care provider, 
or other community professional. 

· This is a voluntary program and involvement with MCFD is not expected or 
required.

To be eligible, children must meet the following three criteria:

1. Child must be between newborn to 12 years (services for children 13 
to 19 may be provided on an individual basis).

2. Child must have a developmental delay or disability in one of four 
areas:

· physical
· cognitive
· communicative or
· social/emotional/ behavioral



wŜŦŜǊǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǘΩŘΧ

3. Child requires additional support in a child care 
setting because of the developmental delay or 
disability.

·The majority of children receiving services attend licensed 
group child care settings such as preschool, daycare, infant 
toddler programs, afterschool programs and in-own-home 
care in some circumstances.

·37% receive SCDP Consultant services only
·63% receive SCDP Consultant services and extra staffing 

support



Supported Child Development  Services

Throughout the province there are over 60 Agencies offering SCD 
services.  These services are primarily:

·!ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÆÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÃÁÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÅÅÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÎÅÅÄÓȢ 4ÈÅ 
child care settings can include group child care, preschool, 
Aboriginal Head Start and/or BC First Nations Head Start 
preschool, infant toddler programs, before and after school care, 
family child care, 

·Support in a child care setting that ensures children can fully 
participate in a childcare setting. Extra staff for hands on support 
is provided when needed

·Individual planning that ensures that each child has an 
individual service plan which includes their goals, activities and 
strategies to support their continued growth and development


